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Wednesday, 9th December, 2020 

Dear Parent / Carer 

 

End of term – Thursday 17th December 

 

The government announced yesterday that schools can close one day early this term to lengthen the gap between 

the end of term and Christmas.  This means there is a greater chance of an undisrupted Christmas for families and 

senior staff in schools will not need to be ‘on duty’ to track and trace possible positive cases beyond the 23rd 

December.  After careful consideration, we have decided that we will indeed now close on Thursday 17th December 

– one day early.  To ensure learning time is not lost, we will cancel our planned training day on Monday 5th July 

2021. 

 

We will continue to hold our annual ‘Christmas Jumper Day’ on Thursday, 17th December; we are once again working 

with the YMCA to support their Christmas Foodbank Campaign.  Students wishing to take part should come to school, 

suitably attired in a festive jumper (or something else that is festive themed) with a suitable, non-perishable, food 

based donation for the campaign; the value should be approximately £2.  The YMCA also welcomes donations of non-

food products such as nappies and pet food.  I think this is a terrific way for us, as a school, to mark the start of the 

Christmas holiday by sparing a thought, and doing something for, those less fortunate than ourselves; it has never 

been so important for us to do this. 
 

On Thursday, 17th December; normal lessons will continue until the end of lesson 4 at which point students will return 

to their tutors for a brief tutor period until 1.10pm.  Students will then be released, on a staggered basis, to go home 

for the start of their well-earned holiday.  Students in receipt of free school meals, who would like a meal before going 

home, can arrange this with the canteen staff on the run up to the last day. 

 

To aid us in effectively tracking and tracing positive Covid-19 cases going forward, please notify the school on 

covid@paulet.co.uk .  This email address will be monitored until the 23rd December and then from Sunday 3rd January 

2021 onwards.   

 

If your child tests positive before the 23rd of December, and his/her symptoms started within 48 hours of the end of term, 

you must notify the school on the above email address.  Any positive cases beyond these dates will be dealt with by NHS 

Track and Trace; please notify us of these positive cases using covid@paulet.co.uk . 

 

In summary, email covid@paulet.co.uk if your child tests positive and symptoms began before 1.30pm on Saturday 19th 

December (48 hours after term ends) 

 

School re-opens on Monday 4th January at 8.30am.  I’d like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the support 

given to our school this term.  It’s been a thrilling and challenging term and, as aIways, the constant has been the hard 

work and effort shown by the overwhelming majority of our students.  Have a restful Christmas break. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Ian McArthur - Headteacher 
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